
The Parish Office 
The Parish Office is now ‘remote access only’. Penny is 
working largely from home, and will be keeping office 
hours 9am-1pm Tuesday-Friday. You can contact her via 
email (as above) or via the parish phone number (which 
will be switched over to her during office hours). 

St Joseph’s Catholic Church 
2 Falkland Grove, Dorking RH4 3DL 

01306 882433 
Website: www.sjcc.org.uk 

Facebook: @dorkingcatholics 

Parish Office 
saintjosephs@tiscali.co.uk 

Parish Priest: Fr Tony Milner 
tony.milner@abdiocese.org.uk 

   Congratulations    

Are you celebrating a new arrival? Perhaps your first 

grandchild, a special birthday or anniversary? Have you 

recently got engaged? Let the us know via the parish office 

so that we can celebrate with you in spirit if not in person! 

Coming to Mass 

As restrictions are cautiously restricted, many of you 
may be thinking of coming back to Mass in church, so 
the numbers coming to church on a Sunday are likely 
to rise. So can I encourage you to book for Sunday 
Masses via our web page (www.sjcc.org.uk/covid19). 
This helps us to use the space as efficiently as 
possible, and also guarantees you a seat!. This is 
particularly helpful tor the more popular Masses: the 
10am, and 6pm vigil Mass on Saturday. 

The changes have not affected us much , as we have 
been able to remain open during the lockdown. 
However we are once again allowed to ‘mingle’ 
outdoors after Mass (following the ‘Rule of Six’). If 
you do so, we recommend you keep your face 
covering on. 

Easter offering & gifts 

Many thanks for the generous Easter offering ,and 
also for the many other gifts and cards I received. 

HRH Prince Philip RIP 

Last week’s newsletter had already been printed 
when the announcement of the death of the Duke of 
Edinburgh was made. We pray for the repose of his 
soul, and for the consolation of the Queen and the 
royal family. The 10am Mass this Sunday will be 
offered for him. 

He opened their minds  
to understand the scriptures 

In the Gospel Luke does not give us any details of Jesus’ 
explanation of the scriptures to his disciples. But in the 
Acts of the Apostles we do find that explanation. Almost 
every speech in Acts is packed with scripture quotations, 
and rarely is the same one used twice. We see a very tiny 
part of that in today’s first reading, but if you go to the 
whole of this address of Peter (Acts 3:11-26) you will see 
it contains a number of direct quotations, and also several 
allusions to the Old Testament. 

This, of course, reminds us of the importance of the Old 
Testament. When the New Testament refers to the 
‘scriptures’ it, of course, means the Old Testament (as do 
phrases like ‘the Law’ and ‘the prophets’). Yet we can find 
the Old Testament strange at times, sometimes even 
repellent. How do we handle this? 

Well we remember we are not alone. This is not a new 
problem. In the third century Origen wrote of the book of 
Joshua (which recounts the slaughter of the Canaanites): 

Unless those physical wars bore the figure of spiritual 
wars, I do not think the books of Jewish history would ever 
have been handed down by the Apostles to the Disciples 
of Christ, who came to teach peace, so that they could be 
read in the churches. 

When we approach any passage of scripture, the first 
question is “what does it mean for us”. Knowing what it 
meant for its original human author and audience is , of 
course, important in that quest for understanding. But 
primarily we read the Old Testament, not to understand 
the ancient Israelites, but to understand God’s revelation 
for us. So as Christians we always read it in the light of 
Christ, and in particular in the light of the Cross and 
Resurrection. 

If you need help in understanding the scriptures there is 
plenty of material. One resource many have found helpful 
this year is a podcast series The Bible in a Year by Fr Mike 
Schmitz. You can find it here bibleinayear.fireside.fm 

http://www.sjcc.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/DorkingCatholics/
mailto:saintjosephs@tiscali.co.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20the%20Newsletter
mailto:tony.milner@abdiocese.org.uk?subject=Enquiry%20from%20the%20Newsletter
http://www.sjcc.org.uk/covid19
https://bibleinayear.fireside.fm/


Churches Together in Dorking 

Members of CTD  all pray for one church, congregation, 
organisation or initiative each week on a rota. This week we 
are praying  for the community of  St James at Abinger with 

Coldharbour. 

Weekly Timetable 
*Event streamed via Zoom, contact us for joining details 

† Event streamed on the parish YouTube channel 

Sat 17th April 
confessions 5—5.45pm 

Mass 6pm 

Church open 5pm 
Siobhan Shanahan RIP 

Sun  18th April 
8am Mass†  

10am Mass* 

5pm Mass 
 

Church open between morning Masses 
Isobel & Mark van der Lande Ints 

HRH Prince Philip RIP 

For all Parishioners 

Tuesday 20th April 
Mass 9.30am† 
lectio 7.30pm* 

Church open 9-11am 
Kathleen Messenger RIP 

Wednesday 21st April 
Mass 9.30am† 

11am Parish Coffee* 

Church open 9-11am 
Pat Tunbridge Ints 

Thursday 22nd April 
Adoration 6.30pm 

Mass 7.30pm† 

Church open 6-8pm 
 

Susan Eastaugh Ints 

Friday 23rd  April 
Mass 9.30am† 

Solemnity of St George 
Church open 9-11am 

Maurice Underwood RIP 

Sat 24th  April 
confessions 5—5.45pm 

Mass 6pm 

Church open 5pm 

Jonathan Hunter RIP 
 

Sun  25th April 
8am Mass†  

10am Mass* 

5pm Mass 

Church open between morning Masses 
For all Parishioners 

 
Celebrants Ints 

 

We remember in our prayers the family and friends of 
Jonathan Hunter whose funeral takes place this week. 

 
We pray for those who have recently died, especially   

Siobhan Shanahan, Michael Connor (Anne Stone’s brother)
and Stephen O’Brian , the sick and we keep in touch with 
and pray for the housebound  and isolated and those who 

care for them. 

Being a CAFOD Live Simply Parish:                                         what does that mean? 

 The Live Simply award is an opportunity for Catholic communities - to respond to Pope Francis’ invitation in Laudato Si' to 
“work with generosity and tenderness in protecting this world which God has entrusted to us”. 

It is awarded to communities who can show how they have been living: 

 

 

 

 

 

News from the Pews: What are you doing?  It is about seeing how each of us can make a difference, for our parish, our school, 
our families and ultimately our world. we would love to know what you are doing as an inspiration to others.     Just send an 
email to either Julie or Denzyl and share your ideas and achievements with us, and as a parish, we can celebrate together. 

Anyone out there know anything about bee keeping? If so please get in touch with Julie McCulloch or Denzyl  
(juliemg.mcculloch@gmail.com  :   d_castelino@yahoo.com) 

Welcome to the  apple trees!:  Our donor apple orchard was aware of  the work of   The Ecological Conversion Group ,a small 
charity, working in partnership with our Diocese, and wanted to support parishes with a simple action to remind us of our 

dependency on our planet and need to care for Creation. Consider signing up to be a Journey to 2030 Parish Representative  – 
this is a very light-touch role, principally to serve as a point of contact for our campaign, and linking up with other parishes via 

our network More information on the Diocesan website  www.abdiocese.org.uk  

 

Food Float: run by volunteers passionate about selling local 
produce, bread, vegetables, honey, jam and  local farms meat 
and eggs. The stall is in need of more volunteers to meet our 
increased popularity. The Food Float operates Friday and Sat-
urdays from Dorking town centre. Volunteering can be ad hoc 
or regular,contact Maddie Suttonmaddie.kiernan@gmail.com 

• Living sustainably 
with creation.:  

How are we as individ-
uals and communities 
taking care of God’s 
creation? 

• Living Simply is living in solidarity with people 
in poverty: it is about compassion for those 
whose lives are blighted by poverty, war, natural 
disasters, environmental instability etc   
CAFOD website has  various  petitions/campaigns 
you can sign up to 

• Living Simply, conscious decisions to 
reduce our consumption and find more 
environmentally friendly alternatives.  

what sort of planet do we want our 
children to inherit? 

As we gradually ease out of the latest lockdown,  many of 
our congregation still face loneliness , anxiety and isolation. 
As a parish community we can meet up even if only virtually 
at our zoomed 10am Mass on Sunday where there is time for 
social chat after Mass, and on Wednesday mornings at 11am 
you can join in the parish ‘coffee time’. Link direct from 
website  If you would like some extra support or you are 
aware of someone else who would, please contact Julie 
Briscoe (Julie@briscoefamily.co.uk) or Ricki Hughes (07769 
824833) who co-ordinate our Parish Outreach Group. 

mailto:julie@briscoefamily.co.uk?subject=Outreach%20Group
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Heartwarming
by Linda Jones

It’s difficult to know when to plant 
vegetables because the weather 
varies a lot during the springtime. 
Sometimes frost comes along and 
wipes them out. But some plants 
still make it through even the worst 
weather. They just need love and 
attention. A bit like some people, 
because we can all change. With 
care and love, we can make it 
through rough times. But we need 
people to be real, to be honest and 
straight up with us, and to stick 
with us. When Jesus appears to 
the disciples after his death, some 
struggle to believe that it is real. 
He has to reassure them. Is there 
someone you know who needs a 
bit of help at the moment, like a 
plant that has been hit by the frost? 
Is there a way you can be there for 
them? Because we can all change, 

lives for our friends but it is a special 
kind of love that persists despite 
intense prejudice such as racism.

Jesus stresses the paramount 
importance of love. His love for 
his disciples brings joy but also his 
inevitable death. Love can bring 
great happiness but also pain.

One poignant postscript to this 
true story is that my friend, a nun, 
now a hospice chaplain, was at the 
bedside of her dying uncle.  “Tell 
your mother I’m sorry,” he said. 
Unfortunately he died before his 
sister could accept his apology. 

Mary Bell is a retired teacher, U3A 
lecturer and devoted grandmother.

“We are invited to 
approach Christ with 
faith, opening our 
hearts to peace, joy and 
mission.”

Pope Francis

Real!

Today:
Acts 3:13-15. 17-19
1 John 2:1-5
Luke 24:35-48

Tuesday:
Acts 7:51 – 8:1
John 6:30-35

Wednesday:
Acts 8:1-8
John 6:35-40

Friday: 
Acts 9:1-20
John 6:52-59

Saturday:
Acts 9:31-42
John 6:60-69

Next Sunday:
Acts 4:8-12
1 John 3:1-2
John 10:11-18

Thursday:
Acts 8:26-40
John 6:44-51

Monday:
Acts 6:8-15
John 6:22-29

3rd Sunday of Easter • Divine Office Week III • Year B

Really in us

The power of 
“real”
by Mary Bell

Human love mirrors divine love. 
The engineer father of my school 

friend came to Britain from British 
Guyana during World War II. Here, he 
met and fell in love with her mother, 
an English woman. They married in 
spite of intense social prejudice 
and bitter opposition from her 
family (her brother never spoke 
to her again). Their love-match 
occurred at a time when mixed-
race marriages were frowned upon. 
That love endured for seventy years 
until they died within hours of one 
another. He was a hundred years 
old. One of their two daughters 
became a religious sister, the other 
married and has two children. 

Jesus tells us we can have no 
greater love than to lay down our 

we can all start afresh and have a 
new sort of life.

Linda Jones is Head of the CAFOD 
Theology Programme and a regular 
contributor to Redemptorist 
Publications’ Living Word and Weekday 
Living Word.

by Paul Higginson

Imagine for a moment how the 
disciples must feel when they 
see the risen Jesus. Startled and 

frightened they think they are seeing 
a ghost. Jesus reassures them – 
“touch me and see for yourselves; a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones.” 
Jesus is telling his disciples, and us, 
that he is flesh and blood. He has lived 
among them and he still lives. This is 
the incarnation – God has become 
human. We are reminded of Jesus’ 
words earlier in his ministry: “For I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I 
was thirsty and you gave me drink... 
in prison and you came to see me.” 
In other words the flesh and blood 
Jesus lives in each of us, including the 

least of my brothers and sisters – he 
has not disappeared like a ghost: he 
is all around us. So take a look at your 
neighbours in church today – Jesus 
lives in them; take a look at your loved 
ones – he is there. And consider your 
“enemies” – he is present there too. 
Jesus tells his friends to go out and 
proclaim the Gospel to all nations. 
Perhaps we too can start by seeing 
Christ in all those we meet today and 
acting accordingly. And finally, when 
the day is done, we can look in the 
mirror and understand that the flesh 
and blood Jesus of the Gospel has 
made his home in us too – “you [are] 
in me, and I in you”. What a privilege 
and an opportunity!

Having recently retired from teaching, 
Paul Higginson is a catechist at the 
Sacred Heart church in Bushey.

(E) St George (Solemnity):
Apocalypse 12:10-12
John 15:18-21 or 15:1-8

Dearest Lord,
teach me to be generous;
teach me to serve you 
as you deserve;
to give
and not to count the cost,
to fight
and not to heed the 
wounds,
to toil
and not to seek for rest,
to labour
and not to ask for reward
save that of knowing
I am doing your Will.

St Ignatius of Loyola



ENTRANCE ANTIPHON  
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth;
O sing to the glory of his name.
O render him glorious praise, alleluia.

COLLECT
May your people exult for ever, O God,
in renewed youthfulness of spirit,
so that, rejoicing now in the restored glory of our adoption,
we may look forward in confident hope
to the rejoicing of the day of resurrection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever.

Amen.

FIRST READING  Acts 3:13-15. 17-19
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.
Peter said to the people: “You are Israelites, and it is the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our ancestors, who has 
glorified his servant Jesus, the same Jesus you handed over and 
then disowned in the presence of Pilate, after Pilate had decided 
to release him. It was you who accused the Holy One, the Just 
One, you who demanded the reprieve of a murderer while you 
killed the prince of life. God, however, raised him from the dead, 
and to that fact we are the witnesses.

“Now I know, brothers, that neither you nor your leaders had 
any idea what you were really doing; this was the way God carried 
out what he had foretold, when he said through all his prophets 
that his Christ would suffer. Now you must repent and turn to 
God, so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
  

PSALM  Psalm 4

RESPONSE:  Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord.

Or Alleluia! 

1.  When I call, answer me, O God of justice;
from anguish you released me, have mercy and hear me! R.

2.  It is the Lord who grants favours to those whom he loves;
the Lord hears me whenever I call him. R.

3. “What can bring us happiness?” many say.
Lift up the light of your face on us, O Lord. R.

4. I will lie down in peace and sleep comes at once,
for you alone, Lord, make me dwell in safety. R.

SECOND READING 1 John 2:1-5
A reading from the first letter of St John.
I am writing this, my children,
to stop you sinning;
but if anyone should sin
we have our advocate with the Father,
Jesus Christ, who is just;
he is the sacrifice that takes our sins away,
and not only ours, but the whole world’s.
We can be sure that we know God
only by keeping his commandments.
Anyone who says, “I know him”,
and does not keep his commandments,
is a liar, 
refusing to admit the truth.

But when anyone does obey what he has said,
God’s love comes to perfection in him.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord Jesus, explain the scriptures to us.
Make our hearts burn within us as you talk to us.
Alleluia! 

                     
GOSPEL  Luke 24:35-48
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road 
and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread.

They were still talking about this when Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, “Peace be with you!” In a state of 
alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he 
said, “Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising in 
your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. Touch 
me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and bones as you 
can see I have.” And as he said this he showed them his hands 
and feet. Their joy was so great that they could not believe it, and 
they stood dumbfounded; so he said to them, “Have you anything 
here to eat?” And they offered him a piece of grilled fish, which he 
took and ate before their eyes.

Then he told them, “This is what I meant when I said, while I 
was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of 
Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.” He 
then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said 
to them, “So you see how it is written that the Christ would suffer 
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his name, 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached to all 
the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses to this.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Receive, O Lord, we pray,
these offerings of your exultant Church,
and, as you have given her cause for such great gladness,
grant also that the gifts we bring
may bear fruit in perpetual happiness.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON  
The disciples recognised the Lord Jesus
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia.

Or

The Christ had to suffer and on the third day rise from the 
dead;

in his name repentance and remission of sins
must be preached to all the nations, alleluia.

           
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Look with kindness upon your people, O Lord,
and grant, we pray,
that those you were pleased to renew by eternal mysteries
may attain in their flesh
the incorruptible glory of the resurrection.
Through Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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