
Celebrating Sunday Mass 
From 29th Feb/1st March Sunday Masses here at St 
Joseph’s will be the vigil Mass at 6pm on Saturday 
and the new ‘merged’ Mass at 10am on Sunday. 

Because of this there will be a number of changes and developments. These 
will mainly affect Sunday morning, but some will also affect the 6pm Mass. 

Ministries during Mass 

Readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion 
If you are currently a reader or minister of Holy Communion, we ask you to 
indicate, on the form overleaf, whether you are willing to continue in that 
ministry at the Mass you intend to attend from March 1st. We will be issuing 
updated versions of the guidelines for these ministries in the coming weeks. 
There is also the opportunity to indicate an interest in taking on one or other 
of these ministries. Fr. Tony will contact any new volunteers. 

Collectors 
The collection is in fact an integral part of the Sunday liturgy. St Justin Martyr 
writes about it in the 2nd century! However at St Joseph’s the link between 
the collection and the bringing up of the bread and wine has been 
somewhat lost. From now on we propose that the collection will begin 
immediately after the bidding prayers, and the collection will be brought up 
along with the bread and wine. This is in fact the norm, and is what happens 
in most other parishes. It may increase Mass length by a few minutes at the 
10am Mass. However, an increase in the number of collectors available may 
alleviate this. There will be a short meeting of collectors to clarify and 
finalise arrangements between the 9 and 11 am Mass on Sunday 23 
February. Comments welcome beforehand. 

The Ministry of Welcome 
At present our ministry of welcome essentially involves a friendly face giving 
out hymn books and newsletters at the beginning of Mass. Many studies 
have shown that expanding this ministry is a key element in reaching out to 
those on the margins of Church life, so we want to develop and deepen this 



ministry as part of our reorganisation. For this we will need more 
volunteers, as we will need at least two people at each door at each Mass, 
one of whom is willing to remain near the door for the whole of Mass to 
welcome latecomers and give assistance to anyone who needs it (e.g. 
directing people to the toilet), and at least one of whom is willing to also be 
at the door at the end of Mass. Welcoming is also something a family could 
do together. The more volunteers, the less often people will need to do it. 
Our hope is that enough people will volunteer so that no-one will have to 
do the job more than once every 3 weeks.  There will be a formation session 
for this enhanced Ministry of Welcome on Sunday 23 Feb at 4:30pm with 
Margaret Fraher, who is helping parishes around the diocese with this 
ministry. If you wish to be a welcomer but cannot come to the meeting let 
us know via the comments section of the form. 

Children’s Liturgy 
Essentially Children’s Liturgy and Liturgy+ will continue as before. Numbers 
may go up as there are some families with younger children who currently 
regularly attend the 11am Mass, and those children may choose to join in. 
The new arrangements for refreshments (see below) may also have some 
impact on the Children’s Liturgy provision. A meeting will be arranged for 
current and prospective Children’s Liturgy leaders in the coming weeks. 

After Mass 

Refreshments 
There will be more people coming in for refreshments after the 10am Mass, 
and thus the current system of serving from the kitchen would entail 
excessive queueing. Instead we propose to set up two ‘refreshment 
stations’, one in the Taunton room and one in the main hall. We will also 
have tables set out ‘café style’ in both rooms. Ideally both refreshment 
stations will be attended. If you are willing to continue with this ministry, or 
would like to join in, please indicate on the attached form. There will be a 
meeting to discuss practicalities between the 9 an 11am Masses on Sunday 
9th February. Comments beforehand are welcome. 

Currently there are no refreshments after the 6pm Mass. However, we are 
open to the possibility of introducing something if there is sufficient interest 
and if there are enough volunteers to run it. Please use the comments 
section of the form for this. 



Parish Office 
We plan to run a parish information and office service after the 10am Mass. 
Penny will have a desk in the Taunton Room and will be ‘open for business’ 
for an hour after Mass. 

Getting to Mass 

The most frequent question raised in the consultation about the merging of 
the Masses is that of parking. Deacon Tony will be convening a group to 
discuss the options and make appropriate arrangements in the coming 
weeks. We will take on board the helpful suggestions made by some people 
already. 

At this point we would like you to think about how you get to Mass. We are 
also considering our impact on the environment, and so it might be a good 
time to reflect on how we travel. Could you walk or cycle to Mass rather 
than coming by car? If you come from one of the villages around, could you 
car share with others from that village? Is public transport an option?  Once 
again your comments and suggestions are welcome. 

We strongly believe that this new development in the parish will be a great 
time of growth and renewal in the parish. Change is always challenging, but 
in the words of John Henry Newman, “To live is to change, and to change 
often is to become more perfect”. It will also be a good time for each of us 
to reflect on how we contribute to the life of the Church. 

 

God Bless 

Fr. Tony 

and the Pastoral Team 

  



Celebrating Sunday Mass Response Form 

Name _____________________________________________________ 

Email _____________________________________________________ 

Phone no _____________________________________________________ 

Mass I will usual attend from 1st March (please circle)   6pm     10am  

Please tick as many boxes as apply 

  I am a reader and wish to continue that ministry  

  I am interested in becoming a reader 

  I am a Communion minister and wish to continue that ministry 

  I am interested in becoming a minister of Holy Communion 

  I am interested being a welcomer and developing that ministry 

  I am willing to help out with refreshments after the 10am Mass 

Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I understand that this information will be treated confidentially and will be 
retained in the parish database in order to organise ministries in the parish. 

Signed ___________________________________   Date  ______________ 

Please return the form to the box at the back of church or to the parish office. 


