
Celebrating Sunday Mass 
Dear Parishioners 

At the heart of the life of any parish is the Sunday Mass. The Eucharist is the 

“Source and Summit” of the life of the Church, and Sunday is the principle 

time when the parish gathers to celebrate Mass. 

The ‘ideal’ is that there is just the one Sunday Mass so that the whole parish 

is together for the celebration. However, because of church capacity, and 

also because not everyone can make the same time, most parishes have 

more than one Mass.  

Here in Dorking we have a relatively large Church (capacity 300+) and an 

average Mass attendance of around 350 (which has been stable for the past 

20 years). So, after discussion, and with the approval of Bishop Richard, the 

Pastoral team are proposing to 

Merge the two Sunday morning Masses. 

Some of the reasons for this are: 

1. We can combine resources. You will have noticed that we don’t 

always have musicians at both Sunday morning Masses. Combining 

them would ‘pool our resources’. We also sometimes struggle with 

finding readers, welcomers, collectors and ministers of the 

Eucharist etc. especially in the summer months.  

2. It will give us greater opportunities to put on things after (or even 

before) Mass, such as talks, catechesis, parish social events’, joint 

PFG meetings etc. 

3. We will get to know each other better, which will better build a 

sense of being a community of disciples. 

4. It is going to happen anyway! The diocesan plan for 2030 recognises 

that there will need to be a review of Mass times so that the 

projected number of priests will be able to serve the parishes of the 

diocese. If we take the opportunity now we can plan more 

effectively for this change. 



There are of course, some potential drawbacks to this move. It reduces 

choice (though we suspect most people won’t be too put out by a Mass time 

change of an hour or so). Car parking might also be an issue (though we will 

have to face this eventually, and it might encourage more people to walk, 

cycle or car share, all of which have environmental benefits). And most 

people don’t like change, but change will come, and it is surely better to see 

it as an opportunity rather than a threat. So: 

We are proposing that, from the First Sunday of Lent 2020 

(March 1st) there will be one Sunday Morning Mass at 10am* 

Eventually that time may have to change, to allow a priest to celebrate 

another Mass elsewhere. However, given that we don’t yet know whether 

this will need to be earlier or later, 10 am seems a good compromise, and it 

won’t feel like one or other Mass is being cancelled. 

The Pastoral Team will be meeting on Thursday 16th January to review this 

proposal and to discuss how we can use the opportunity to enhance our 

celebration of Mass on Sunday mornings, and to build up our sense of being 

a community of disciples. If you wish to make any comments you may use 

the form opposite, or any of the usual lines of communication! 

God Bless 

Fr. Tony 

and the Pastoral Team 

2nd Sunday of Advent 2019 

* It is likely there will be times when numbers require us to have two Masses on a 

Sunday – such as Easter Sunday and First Holy Communion. How we provide that 

will be part of our planning. 

The Saturday evening Mass will, for the time being, remain unchanged. However, it 

is possible that the diocesan review of Mass times will recommend an adjustment 

of the time in order for a priest to be able to cover two Saturday evening Masses if 

necessary.   



Celebrating Sunday Mass 
Name(s) _____________________________________________________ 

Usual Mass (please circle)                  6pm            9am            11am 

I/We go to Mass (please circle)  All/most weeks     Quite often     Occasionally 

Comments on the proposal to merge the Sunday morning Masses: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is 10 am a good time?  Yes/no. If ‘no’, when would be better and why? 

 

 

 

 

 

I understand that this information will be treated confidentially and will be 

retained and used only in conjunction with the review of Sunday Mass 

times. 

Signed ___________________________________   Date  ______________ 

Feel free to write on the other side of this form if you need more space. 


